
 

Brief Guide to the Romanian Educational System  

In Romania, the term “high school” generally refers to a period between the 9th and the 12th grades, two 
compulsory (9th and 10th year), two non-compulsory (11th and 12th year). There are no exams between the 
10th and 11th grade. Some students also take five-year programs, (for instance, three years at a professional 
school and another two years to get a high school diploma).  

There are several types of secondary institutions in Romania:  

x National College – the most prestigious high school programs in Romania, most of which are part 
of at least one international program such as Cervantes, SOCRATES, Eurolikes etc. All national 
colleges offer theoretical programs only; 

x High School;  
x Military College;  
x Economic College;  
x Technical College;  
x Vocational School.  

The student body is organized into groups of 25-35 persons (called classes, but we’ll refer to them as 
cohorts so as to not confuse them with the American “class”) led by one teacher who carries out both 
the job of a counselor (from the American educational system) and that of a teacher. The students from 
one cohort will all attend the same courses throughout high school. Almost all of the offered courses 
are compulsory, with one-two electives every year, and of the same difficulty level for all students; 
there are no Advanced Placement or Honors courses, but the two-three subjects that are in the student’s 
academic profile/specialization name and are allocated more classes/week are the closest match.  

As for standardized testing, in the Romanian educational culture, British English tests like the 
Cambridge ones are still popular. For tests like the SATs and TOEFL, each student must get informed 
and prepared individually.  

The academic program of any Romanian high school student is composed of 12 to 17 subjects each 
Semester, for around 30 hours/week. The subjects are, roughly, the following:  

x Mathematics (Algebra, Calculus, Geometry and Trigonometry included);  
x Computer Science and IT&C;  
x Romanian Literature;  
x Two foreign languages (most often one of them is English);  
x Logic, Psychology, Economics, Philosophy (one year each);  
x History, Geography;  
x Religion  
x Physics, Chemistry, Biology;  
x Physical Education;  
x Counseling/Homeroom (not credit-bearing, but connected to the Conduct line in the transcript).  

Given the rather tough academic schedule, high schools seldom offer extracurricular programs and 
Romanian teenagers almost never have time to work during high school.  



 

The grading system is based on marks from 1 (very poor) to 10 (excellent). In order for a student to pass one 
year and move on to the next, he or she must get a minimum of 5 in all courses. 
After graduation, students from every Romanian high school take the National Baccalaureate exam, which 
includes oral and written tests in a set of pre-determined subjects, based on the student’s profile (Mathematics-
Computer Science, Life Sciences, Social Sciences, Philology). A minimum grade of 5 is required in each test, 
with a minimum average of 6 out of 10 overall.  

A profile of “Tudor Vianu” National College  

“Tudor Vianu” National College of Computer Science offers a curriculum focused on Mathematics and 
Computer Science. In each academic year students have to take four to seven classes of Computer Science (of 
which about 70% are laboratory classes), and four to five classes of Mathematics.  

“Tudor Vianu” National College is considered one of the best high schools in Romania. This rank is justified by 
the performances of the students from this high school: the large number of prizes in national and international 
contests (in many fields such as Computer Science, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Romanian Literature, and 
Foreign Languages), participation in European and international projects, as well as by the percentage of 
graduating students admitted to colleges in Romania or abroad (close to a full 100%) to universities including 
NYU Abu Dhabi, Princeton University, University of Pennsylvania, Harvard University, Duke University, 
Jacobs University Bremen, Imperial College London, University of Oxford, University of Cambridge, etc.  

Consequently, the students admitted to our high school are among the best. They are selected according to their 
grades in middle school and the result in a national test designed to evaluate the knowledge level of students 
finishing the 8th grade called the National Evaluation.  

Apart from all their academic and co-curricular involvement, most students also get involved in extracurricular 
activities, such as volunteering and learning through informal means: Save the Children, Interact, YouthBank, 
and even volunteering at the International Mathematics and Science Contests organized by our high school, 
Romanian Masters of Computer Science/Mathematics/Physics. Also, “Tudor Vianu” is an SAT Testing Center, 
one of the four in Bucharest.  

Because of the competitive environment, students in this high school are thoroughly examined throughout the 
semester and their academic performance is judged according to high standards. Hence, a student might get less 
impressive grades at “Tudor Vianu” than they would at a high school which is less demanding. All subjects, 
whether passed or failed, are included in the computation of the GPA. A minimum average of 5 out of 10 is 
required for graduation each year. Grades are recorded on the transcript and the GPA is computed at the end of 
each semester, in January and June, as the arithmetic mean of that semester’s GPAs in each subject. No matter 
the number of classes a student takes in any given subject, all subjects weigh the same towards the final GPA.  
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